Proposed aquaculture project

TOURISM WARY

Mossel Bay Tourism is concerned about the impact of Irvine & Johnson's proposed aquaculture project - which could see 36 fish cages anchored in an ¢
20 hectares of the Bay, 2.5 km off the Little Brak River Mouth.

The proqeed
cages would be be

tween TO and 100
metres  in length
amsd, although

they're expected 1o
be 15 metres decp,
wiould protrude 1.2
metres  above  the
ocean's surface,

Chalrman of Mos-
sel Bay Tourizm,
Lamsix Cook, has ex-
pressed g dais-
satisfoction with the
public participation
process which has
been followed d
far - beginning with
the fact that the
Draft Basic Assess
ment Beport  was
presented o g stake-
holder mecting in
Cape Town and nod
in Maossel Bay,
where, i sad, “the
el stnkeholdor
can be found,

“The community
and b Institutions
were thas nol given
A profeer Opporimm-
ty o provide their
input - and although
1_‘h¢:.l aren’t  all

scientisis of scien-

tfic bodies, s
clear that there are
many in Moszel Bay
who are genuinely
concermed about the
potential damage to
ONLF ST Ironaneeni.
“I should never be
forgoten that local
people  @mre  very
mware of local con-
ditions,” he said
“If, for instamce,
you consider the
ovlention that vwas
wit Forward at that
weting  thmt  the
||rl|||'|-||'\1|,‘:| fish T
will have minimal
impact on whale
movement in  the
Hay: one wonders
which scientisis &C-
tually ook parf in
this study - becanse
the area where the
cages are (o be an-
chored iz a prime
viewing spol whene
many ourisis enjoy
excellent sightings
in whale season,
“Also, the fact thm
the company in-
tends using ‘Acous-
tic Determent  De-

| Tourism wary

vices' (ADDs) to
keep whales amd
sharks away 15 £x-
emely  alarming
because our expe-

| rence has  shown

that the whale po-
pulation drops
when large scale
fishing - with its ac-
companying  naise
from droning mao
tors - takes place in

the Bay.
“This has a direci
mmpact on  whale

tounsm = whech 15
one reason why sar-
dine boats which
work here are pro-
hibied from oper-
aling within o wea
milex (aboat & Kmj
af the coast duning
whale scason,

“Mossel Bay
Tourism has been

working very hard
for mamy years to
increase wisilor
numbers during the
winter period -
which 15 when
whale seopson OO
curs - amnd whale
tourism is a prime
ol i o arsenal in
this campaign.

"I Hermanus dur-
ing whale senson,
Walker Bay be-
COMIES 4 M-E0 Arca
for all boats excepd
Ircensed whale-
wialching charer
vessels = exactly he-
cause of boats effect
the animals and
therefore impact on
whiale ounsm.

“In Mossel Bay.
weg can therefore
reasonably  expect
that the wse of
ADDs will combine
with the increased

baal activity {which
the fish farm will
regpuire for feecding,
harvesting., chemi-
cal spraying and so
on) W negatively
impact on Our
whales and dol-
phins - and there-
fore on whale
tourism,” he sabd.
Mr Cook also
mentioned the neg-
ative  impact  that
fish cages could
have on ihe visoal
enviromment. © AR it
1% you can see fixed
buoys which he as
much as 4 km off-
shore with the
naked eye - [ cam
only imagine what
HM)  hectares  of
cages that suick 1.2
metres abowe the
water would have
on one's views of
the Bay,” said.”

Mossel Bay has re-
cently atracted in-
termatiomal silentEon
as a prime arca for
great white sharks -
largely 6= o result of
a Mational Geo-
graphic  documen-
tary thal was re-
semrched and filmed
by local scientist
Ryan Johnson and
his Sowih African
Marine Predators
Laboratory (SAM-
PLAD,

“Gansbanai may be
more famous 85 &
white shark diving
destinatyon, It
Eyvan showed that
because we  have
only one operaion in
Mossel Bay, the
MArne envinom-
meend bere 1% less im-
pacted upon  and
therefore more con-
ducive bo the study

of the species and
its natoral haksiss
sand Mr Cool.

“But shark diving
is important (o us in
Muossel Bay, and we
are of the opinion
thar the fsh farm
coald change con-
ditions  sufficiently
o affect both shark
tourism and shark
resgarch.

“Careful amemion
should therelore be
paid o the oprsindon
of concemed citi-
zens and local ex-
s many of
whom have spent
years studyving the
environreni il
the inhinhitants of
this= Bay,” he said.

Mr Cook empha-
sised, however, that
his board wasn in
principal  entirely

uwaq'dj o the es-

fablishment of the
fish Farm.

“The impact that it
could have on
tourism will depend
largely on the im
pact that it couald
have on other
\]:lhllﬂl.':\- al life in
Mossel Bay, bhe
sancl. "I that 15 min-
imeal, then it
shouldn® have o
major impact on
tourism - and wvice
versa - bol thit s &
guestion  that can
only be snswered
once all panties have
been given a proper
heanng.

“Im s present
o, thm.q_h. we
are nod satisfied thai
it will. indeed, have
a minimal impact
on life - and there-
fore on bounsm - imn
the Bay,”



