SHARK DIVE . . . Ryan Johnson, of Mossel Bay, measures a Zambezi shark with lasers.
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‘Sharkville’ documentary

puts Mossel Bay on the map

“As an avid scuba diver he was gen-
uinely interested in the animals and in
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RYAN Johnson, a scientist with the SA
Marine Predators Lab {Sunp ) in
Mossel Bay, whose National Geo-
graphic Channel documentary Shark-
ville premiered in the Uni'ttd States
last week, has just returned from a
promotion trip.

Johnson yesterday said he specifi-
cally chose Mossel Bay for his re-
search because of its calm waters, the
accessibility to great whites and the
way in which the supreme predators
and man lived in harmony in the town.

He said he knew of one fatal shark
attack in the area 17 years ago.

The documentary, airs in
South Africa in a few weeks' time,
shows how man and shark can co-ex-
ist in the same territory yet seem
oblivious of each other.

“This particularly grabbed people’s
attention,” Johnson said of his trip
overseas. He spent three days in New
York during which he spoke to “about
35 radio stations in numerous states
of the USA".

“1 also did five live television inter-
views,” he added.

Johnson said he had mentally pre-

himself for America’s most-
watched interviewer, Bill O'Reilly,
who is known for his and
confrontational and who at-
tracts between five and six million
viewers a day.

responsible
tion," he said.
“‘Itwumﬂttuhenhleto go there
and tell them about South Africa in
such a positive way.”
he has not yet received
figures, Johnson said
Sharkville aired immediately after The
Dog Whisperer, which is National Ge-
ographic's biggest programme.
“| don't know the exact ratings, but |
do believe that on menlghtdhpn-
mier, Sharkuville's figures were




