NO ONE HURT, SHARK LIVES

Great
white

thumps
on to boat

Staff Writer

A THREEMETRE great white
shark breached into a vessel
carrying mavine researchers
yenl

While none were injured,

they sald it gave them “the
fright of our Hves",
S§ix  researchers from

Oeeans Research, o Mossel
Beybased marine research
organisation, were on the hoat
Chestah collecting data on
sharks noar Seal Island, in
Mossal By, o by ol special
st Darlen Schroder
[F Wm0 300,
“Wotlvity arowmd the boat
:;M for about five minutes
wan pretly qubet at the
ﬂ Sehroder ald
o hing, 1 bear o splish

v o momber_ chim

containers - with hali of its
body onto the boat, she said.

The team hoped the shark
would make its way back into
the water, but watched horri-
fied 4= the it panicked and
became  stuck, thrashed
around and damaged equip-
ment on board.

The shark began cutting the
fuel lines as it twisted and
turned on the deck.

Schroder  helped the
researchers to safety while
other team members rushed
towards a safe area on the boat.

Shark selentist Ryan John-
aon and Oceans co-dipactor

Getmari were radioed
and raoed out to sen to assist,
while Schroder began pouring
watter over the shark's gills.

Whan Johnson, Gennari
and o crew of feld specialists
arvived, thelt attempts to
roturn the shavk to the witer
Included tying one oud af »

HIGH AND DRY: The 500kg great white shark that breached onto a research vessel in Mossel Bay yesterday morning had to be H*lud
damaged boat was towed back to the harbour. The shark survived the ordeal and nobody was injured

shark off the Cheetah.

Ador the attompts falled i
Chootah was towsd (0 Mosse
oy harbour where n crane
wi vt fe 1Y th Donat off (i

boat,
. Onsana Rogearch marketing

pills while ropes were secursd
1o its tall.

“The shork immedistely
bogian thrashing as soon as it
Iait thin wantes:

Rt i i sonn sw g
towairidn e harbour meuth,”

harbour beach, she sald
Juhnson and his team then
attached ropea to s tall and
behind the pectoral fins and o
bont slowly towed 1t out to sea,
“Aboit o kKilometre fron the
harbour, the shak bogan 1o

Hell sald,
“This is the first time such a
thing has happenesd to us, The

Chetah s damaged, but will

b pepatved and will be back in
the watar in a fow diys. "
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