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Great white sharks are an endangered species, but there are
some people who still think it’s cool to hunt them

ITH fewer than 2 500 left in
e ocean, great white sharks
B e siers -mmgema

tha

fishécmen arc sl unting hem down and
posing next to their badies like frustrated
great white hunters.

n Jol tmsnn. ‘Ial!mml Geographic
presenter and marine biologist with Mossel
Bas Oceans Restarch, Spoke 1o Green Life
about the problem in the aftermath af the
latest shock incident.

I¢s llogal to catch great white sharks,

| yet you recently caught L
{pictured below), 3 fishermar
George, happily posing for pict

| next to'a severely injured great white
on the roc} hat was
his reaction whe» ronted him?

s Research received a call from a

member of public, who sa wasa
man atching  gest white. When 1 arrived,

£ was il e chak il e

paE G m\léagus were taking

hotogaph o Hin.

confonted him and old him what he

was ding was lega, that th grcat white
he needed

ck because | was going to
telease it Helped by a community member,
1 manoeuyred the shark back into the sea,

being treated brutally, 5o 'm not optimistic
that it survive

T fst thing Bekker said to me was: 1
can smell alcohol on your breath,
Gk He o o oy s lega action
by falsely aceusing me of also doi
something illegal, but that wasn' going to
deter me from exposing his behaviour.

You took many photographs of Bekker
crouching next to the great e
, one would think,
Inidaly the reaction was very poor. We
phoned the Iocal inspector with the

o of Agticulture, Forestry and
said he'd come to the scene

s been 3 great nelp.

Why is it iitegal to catch great whites in

SA, but not other sharks

Female great whites breed fory ;Inwly and
have few offspring
couspleuous it AT bt ot the
cage-diving Industry, ey would become
ot ety quid ey were exposed 10
fishing, Other shark sp!dzi aren't protected
because they potentially breed faster,
although, perhaps, they're just not
considered as iconic as great whites.

But mm a mnw:nlcnl loophole Il| (h=
law, and p ne of the things
makes i d.\lﬁ(ull I'ur ll\! aul}mﬂﬂes m
proseate Oficially when ghestioned,
these nsnermen ciam
great whites, but uMdlIlm
Facebook pages as round
admit they're m;“y mmmg 10 Mossel Bay
1o catch these sh

Mir

Have any reported incidents ever Led to.

ious is lem of illegal
shaek fishing among fecreat
a
i ‘he smn g community you
have rogue elements,
intenfionally come 1o areas. w)wrc e hey
great whites congregate, s
Vitgaek B, theow i the Dot lackh: 2l
out theshisks and misret them.
ery, very difficult to prove that peaplc are
nfontionally targeting great whites: i
you've secidentally caught one, you must
release it immediately.

In South Africa? No.

@ Speaking in the press, Bekker has denlod
catching the sherk, g 1 Nad eshed
up on the ror

s e gl sll-:rk fohing by calling
Oceans Research on

LL US: What's a fitting punishment for
anyone caught abusing South Africa’s great

white sharks?
E-mail tiara greenlife@gmail.com
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y by Sta M these estimates are not definite — some are
ot Maine < ound hak the are <0 04 thay dte ek 1o resoarch by the
feerthan 3500 groat it whies i on Earh,  Nata Sharks Board 1 1996, “About e
If that's true, s carainy.stotom are ona
not.a whole fot of shark database using photo  says

of ocean. It ahn "That's | six months to a
country has a bigger responsibiity to year off, but once we have all that, well get
conserve the great ath A




