Wani to advertise? Tel: 044-690 7156

Mossel Bay Advertiser, Friday August 15, 2008

Any new

One of Mossel
Bay's traditional at-
tractions - the Point
Agquarium (recently
upgraded and re-
opened to the public
as the Mossel Bay
Shark & Ray
Aquarium by the
owners of the near-
by Dros Restaurant
and Big Blu Tapas
Bar) - begun w0
benefit from a new

| nt with a
local scientific in-
stitute,’

SAMPLA - the
South African Ma-
rine Predators Lab-
aratory - is gener-
ally more con-
cermed  with  re-
search mto the be-
haviour of larger
ammals, but when a
call for help came
from the owners of
the Aquariom, the
Laboratory's scien-
tists  immediately
saw an opportunity
to develop one of
the main pillars of
their mission - con-
servation  through
education,

One of the scien-
tists - Ryan Johnson
- "was approached
by the aguarium
management o ad-
vise on the health of
the quthjl;;its. partic-
ularly sharks it
contained. and
about the possibil-
ity of creating a

gmmﬂ:lp with
AMPLA to help
manage and run the
i said
Adam  Johnstone,
in aguarist who is
presently serving an
internship with
SAMPLA.

‘Ryan was quick
o spot the potential
of using the aguar-
ium for scientific
research, education,
public lectures and

RS rat . o ik -

i

Scientist Ayan Johnson (left) with interns Adam Johnstone and James
Anderson - and SAMPLA's youngest intern, Sony - at the Mossel Bay

goal of engaging
the public, improv-
ing awareness and
promoting the pro-
tection of marine
Species.

Currently the main
attractions at the
aguarium are a
16,000 lire tank
which contains a
spotted gully shark
and a butterfly ray
and a touch tank
which is home 1o
two pyjama sharks,
a leopard cat shark,
a Puff adder shy
shark and three
sand sharks," he
said.

Together with res-
ident aguarist Ni-
hodimus Choga, Mr
Johnstone and has
fellow interns have
addressed issues re-
lating to the elec-
tricity supply and
will soon begin in-
stalling a re-
designed and up-
graded  filration
system using
pumps and piping
donated by local
businessman Johan
Duvenhage of
Leisure Pools.

"In keeping with
modern best prac-

Shark & Ray Aquarium.

tice, the aguarium
will act as a kind of
shark hotel, with the
fish only staying
here for a few
months at a time,”
said Mr Johnstone.

"Future plans are
for SAMPLA 1o
manage and imple-
ment the day-to-day
running of the
aquarium, o pro-
duce education and
conservation mate-
rial, to utilise the
partnership to stim-
ulate interest from
local businesses,
public and tourists
and to reinforce the
importance of con-
servation and re-
search issues.

The long term as-
piration will be 1o
develop a dual-pur-
pose shark research
and exhibinon fa-
cility and to create
an additional reason
for everyone to visit

The Point.”
Mossel Bay
Tourism's market-

ing manager, Debra
Bouwer, said that
bringing SAMPLA
on board was a
stroke of genius for
the aguarium.

"Everyone is fas-
cinated by the
ocean and its crea-
tures,” she sad,
"and Mossel Bay
Tourism has recent-
ly increased its mar-
keting of our water-
bome activities be-
cause our ideal
weather makes this
a perfect year-round
beach destination.

"But we also have
to  pratect  our
unigue marine en-
vironment, and con-
servation begins
with education -

and who better to |

undertake this task
than the people who
are doing their re-
search right here in
Muossel Bay?"

She noted that The
Point had under-
gone radical im-
pq'nvemenr_'i aver
the last year which,
she said, "have re-
turned it w s right-
ful place as one of
Mossel Bay's prime
tourism destina-
tions."

In a related devel-
opment, SAMPLA
scientists  recently
became the first re-
search egroun in the

world to observe
the movements of a
troop of seals dur-

interns
watched the ani-
mals on the south
side of Seal Island
from the top floor of
the Diaz Beach Ho-
tel during the day,
and during the night
our scientists joined
them by watching
from a boat an-
chored close o the
launch pad,' where
the seals gather be-
fore starting their
feeding  journeys
out to sea,” said Mr
Johnson,

"We learn many
things from exercis-
es like this -
amongst which the
fact that seals do
most of their hunt-
ing at night - and the
cooperation of local
businesses like the
Diaz Beach Hotel
helps  enormously
in this regard.”

The Mossel Bay
Shark & Ray
Agquarium 1S open
to the public every
day from 09:00 to
17:00. Entrance
costs RS,




