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Minutes before helpful intern and free shark parl ways.

Sharks swim away unscatched

It is well estublished that
Mossgl Bay is one of the
finest holiday and tourist
destinations in South
Africa, The Shark Lab (pre-
viously known as the Mos-
sel Bay shark and ray agua-
rium), with its unigue po-
sititon on the edge of the
ocean (The Point, Mossel
Bay presents a great lo-
catitu 10 house a marine
aquarinm and research fa-
wility,

However with changing
times, and climate, the
shark lab has undergone a
many ups and downs of
late, with the most notice-
uble setback having been
the flooding and destroc-
tion of the facility last Au-
gust.

However, after months of
hard work and rehabilita-
tion the Shark lab has
bounced back betier than
ever, and has been hosting
visitors and school groups
for the past few months.
During the same fime,
Oceans Education (a divi-
sion Yceans) joined with
Big Bive Tapas and local
businessman Albert Wiffen
to re-design and focus the
Shark lab into an education
and research facility that is
open to the public.

The Oceans team then set
about restocking the tanks
with an array of puff adder
sharks: leopard shy sharks;
spiny dogfish; soup fin
shark, as well as a diversity
of other marine life such as
octopi, puffer fish, and Ro-
Mans.

As part of their commit-
ment o respecling ocesn
life, the Oceans Education
Elt,am developed an oper-

residence sharks as guests
into the aguarium, o 'shark
hotel'! of sons. Sharks
brought into the aguariom
were o be tempormy visi
tors and stay for a duration
of three months. For them,
this would simply be a short
hreak away from the rigours
of living in the wild, hunt-
ing food yourself and hav-
ing the constant threat of a
greal white appearing over
your shoulder,

During  their ©sitay, the
sharks  entertained the
guests 1o the shark lab, but
alzo fulfilled a vitad role for
the Oceans researchers to
condact observational stud-
ies on their-behaviour, and
in particular their learning
ability.

On Friday, the new and
improved shark lab reached
a milestone when three of
its initial guests { Bruce, Ol
and Adam) reached the
three month limit of their
term. Their ttme for free
lunches was over, and it
was lime to release them!

I was invited to attend the
release.

I could almost hear the
small sharks saying "We
need to break out of this
Agquarium.. we need 1o gel
home, to the ocean where
we belong”! If that was
indeed what was going
through their minds, the lit-
tle sharks need not have
worried. In the capable and
caring hands of Oceans Ed-
acation, some final data
was collected in their size
and length, and their trans-
port back to their homes at
Mitchells reef began,

The last activity before
taking their short journey

clipping so that if captured
later they could easily be re-
identified. On the boat they
had another photo session
50 that their spotty muarking
can be recorded. as there is
a possibility that the clipped
notches o their fins may
grow back making re-iden-
tification impossible.

Extremely enthusiastic in-
terns from Oceans Research
were cager to observe and
help in every way, includ-
ing the final transportation
from the transport contain-
ers into the sea. The com-
mitment of Oceans Hdu-
cation to stick to a policy of
returning  their  sharky
guests to the wild after o
short visit is a positive de-
velopment that is being im-
plemented by aguariums
throughout the world.

It represents a change in
philosophy in which we ap-
preciste thal agquariums do
play important roles in the
education of humans, but
that the inhabitants ulti-
mately belong in the wild.

After all the hard work,
our shiavk friends were safe-
ly depusited back into the
ocean by the willing in-
terns;

Al the end of the day hap-
py sharks; happy re-
searchers and relieved jour-
nalisl parted ways withoot
ingident... another job suc-
cessfully completed by the
compassionate researchers,

On a finnl note, Oceans
Research scientists Stephan
Swanson and Ryan Johnson
captured three more sharks
two days later - so perhaps
it 15 time [or you o visil the
aquarivm and see them be-
fore they are released back

ational plan that treated the home. was receivine a fin - into the ocean?




