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fi Humans have decimated the population of sharks worldwide. The In-
teractive programme al Mossel Bay cffers leamers the opportunity to
iearn aboul conservation.

‘Meet the Sharks’ school programme

Eskom and the DG Murray Trust have
ieamed up with the privately funded Mos-
s¢l Bay Oceans Aware to increase aware-
ness of the vital role of sharks in the marine
environment.

‘Education is important when trying o
said
Jceans Reésearch scientist, Enrico Gen-
nit,

“This is why we offer our “Meet the
Sharks® programme to use Tun activities w
mspire and motivate children from un-
derprivileged schools. They can muke a
d:f‘fw;,n:;e in 'r_hx. wurid hv caring for our

"

g a icular.

Gennari said sharks have inhabited the
ocean for more than 400 million years.
They now face their greatest threat from
modern-day humans,

"Through misunderstanding and malice,
we have decimated the population of
sharks worldwide and brought them close
to extinction,” he said. "Buot through edu-
cation and awareness we are motivating
children o cumy & message of conser-
vathon.” The ‘Meel the Sharks’ programme
i interactive, I encomrages listening,
lewrning, questioning and louchlug to in.
apire interest,

Bach day-Jong programme begins with a

lecture that has been tailored to the ages. of
the children. It is delivered by an O Jans
Research scientist. This is followed by a
dissection to develop an understanding of
the amaring characteristics of sharks.

A wur of the instituie’s shark lab and
aquarium where sharks endemic to the
region are kept, is also on the programme.
Participants also enjoy & viewing of the
MNational Geographic documentary, Sharfk-
ville, which was filmed in Mossel Bay by
Cceans Research scientists:

The day ends with a visit o Seal Island
with sponsors Romonza Boat Trips 1o lock
for Cape fur seals, dolphins, whales and

possibly even the great white sharks them-
selves.

The outing is supervised by scientists
from Oceans Research.

" We want to reach as many schools in the
Garden Route area as possible,” said Gen-
nari.

Mossel Bay tourism chief Marcia Holm
gaid: "Thanks to Eskom and the DG Mur-
ray Trust, the programme is provided free
of charge to local schools. It is an excellent
example of how scientises and the yglnsm
industry can work together,"

Contact Kim Lowe on (44 690
more information.
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