One minute with...

Dorien Schroder

What do you do when a great white shark lands in your
boat? We ask someone with first-hand experience

What were you doing out on a boat

in shark-infested waters?

ime of the projects e been working onis the
siuay ol great wite shark populations with an
omanisat ot caled Oceans Research in Sowuth
Afiica We go out an thum tps’, where we
attracl sharks m the boal with fisk gk en
take photoes of Tl dorsal fins, which nave
st notehies and peEtches, 0 s vy, we
can estimate the romoers of sharks in the amea

Tell me about the day you became shark bait
e want ot on @ chum ip and wene anchored
riga Soal edand, whirt: swdee the grear while
s s by are o wdnner thne. e bad seena
fesee sharks, but 't "t gone quie. Ther | Feand
aspiash bahind e 2nd iered around 2o see
agreat wehite howenng i Hhe 27 next 1o ore

of tha [ Tlens e had watius, She sleoped
vy, berause Lok by she fag seen e shark
corming Dut o the wanon, | gratier her baodie
ard pyedt ey from the shark as it landad
I thie oot

How big was the shark?

S vt shiout 3 metres inng and welghed

5000 10 GO0 kilogrerns, At first, she was parncking
and thrashing aroung, but she eaded up cuded In
i comer, camet down Ts vk bty becaose
Iwias worried thet shewouid urt Pased We
pouwedbuckets of weare: over Fer gills sothat
e o breathe

Had It crossed your mind that one of the
sharks you had been studying might end up
in your boat?

Wt taked about T aow ard then, Here in Szuth
Afvicait s & normal oocuerencie fon great whits
shars o Sreac oul of Ihe waler We s2e il about
orice awest T s ane of themas! beautTul things
{ ave ever seen, Someatimes they breach edwre
arciher shak B sedmiming uaderesth themand
Ve col scaier, winchis wiat | think happened
this tay. The shaek breached out of the water
and diom't nea s e boal wes tere uvil she
kvt anvit,

PROFILE

Corien Schitider is 2 prire gl meest gatoe wadth
Cepans Besears 0 Mosse ' Baw Ssuth Alrica,
She a5 a Masteds capres |1 oceanog aphy fom
v Lrkversity o Arstendanin the Netheslands

How did you get the shark back in the water?
e catled the port auchorities for 3o o §f her
back ~z the water When s felt the wates o nd
o e oo ke Aol 50 wee o the ropes
2nd she sam ol Wewere coxited that s winso
livesby & sor Bedng ot of trwe st Forover inhous

You sounded as concerned for the shark as
you were tor yourself... ]
Iweas rotiaily a Btle bit more coroered for the

stark tobe Ranest Of tourse, theinters e fist -
Iimaches s e thay were all it Afser that < was

detinitiebe the shanc ot was fist prrity S was
lusioe i ki ina bt fulle’ peonlewha love shadks.

Have you seen her since?

e Fave sent a pirtureof ey darsal finle
everyone dolrg shark raseanch of ioun s alang
the South Alrican caast so theycen keeoa ookt
foxr e, tezagh no one has sooited ey yed,

Has this put you off working with sharks?

Betinitely o Iwertout onaboet the cexd ooy
Interview by Alison George
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